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CuinicaL REcoRDs. 


Bovine monstrosities are common; but the exist- 
ing records of them are often unsatisfactory. Many 
of such reports are so meagre in their details that 
they are of little interest to the clinician, and per- 
haps still less to the teratologist. Last week we 
published one by Mr. H. Thompson which was 
well above the average in this respect; and to-day 
we print a still fuller one by Mr. A. McTurk. Ap- 

ntly this gentleman has given some attention 
to the subject of monstrosities; and he must be 
congratulated upon the care and skill with which 
he investigated and described the case in question. 
His report will interest clinicians, and would 
interest teratologists also. 

In one sense, teratology never will be a study of 
practical import to the bovine obstetrician. To 
know the frequence of monstrosities, and therefore 
to remember the possibility of one in any puzzling 
presentation, is all that is required from the strictly 
clinical point of view. The forms these freaks 
take are so diverse that no directions for dealing 
with them are of much avail; the practitioner must 
depend upon his own skill and resource in their 
delivery. Nevertheless, teratology is a special 
branch of the great science of embryology, and may 
become even more important one than it is now. 
Bovine obstetrics is rich in materials for its study ; 
and a country veterinary surgeon who chose to take 
up the subject seriously might succeed in doing 
really useful teratological work. 

Veterinary practice, especially perhaps country 
practice, is full of opportunities for observation, as 
an increasing number of practitioners seem inclined 
to recognise. Of late there has been a gratifying 
augmentation of clinical records in various direc- 
tions, some of much more general importance than 
teratology. The gastric disorders of ruminants, 
for instance, are just now receiving some attention, 
and few vetcrinary subjects are better worth it 
Few are more important in country practice, none 
more frequently present diagnostic difficulties, and, 
in many important particulars, we have still much 
to learn regarding the principles of their treatment. 
Whether we learn much in this generation depends 
upon the practitioners of this generation. 


Foot-anp-MoutH DIsEAsE. 


Foot-and-mouth disease has appeared again, this 
time in the Midlands. It is clear that our danger 
of infection from the Continent is acute, and the 
proposed committee of enquiry into the possible 
channels of infection will be welcome. What 
would have happened to British agriculture this 
year had it not 
our Board and the efficiency of its officers ? 


n for the existing regulations of | 


DISEASES OF THE DIGESTIVE ORGANS 
IN THE OX. 


By G. MAYALL, M.B.C.v.s. 


I am glad to read that somebody is taking up the 
study of “ Diseases of the digestive organs in the 
ox.” A state of chaos has existed long enough con- 
cerning them. Proper knowledge and the best 
way of treating them are both in a very hazy state. 

In making an attempt to answer some of Mr. 
Wallis Hoare’s questions I claim no originality, but 
am writing to try to throw some light on the subject 
and to express a few opinions. 

(1) Iconsider that the state known as impaction 
of the omasum does not arise per se, indeed it may 
be said to be always impacted. The contents of 
this stomach are ever dry, and competent ob- 
servers say it has no secreting power. The com- 
plaint leading to inaction of the omasum may be 
called chronic indigestion, and is a gradual process 
affecting all three stomachs—rumen, reticulum, and 
omasum. Dry indigestible food is its chief cause, 
hence we see it here when the pasture loses its 
succulence and does not contain enough juice, and 
when. perhaps, along with this there is a scarcity of 
water. It may be called atony of the stomachs; 
the French call it ‘‘ Météorisation chronique” and 
the Germans “ Pansen parese.” 

The present treatment of the complaint in this 
country is primitive, and almost useless. Rationally, 
after experience of very many failures with cow 
drinks, large doses of linseed tea (or as the Germans 
call it “linseed slime”) would seem to be about the 
best treatment, and lately I have been using a com- 
bination of arecolin and veratrin and then 
strychnin given alternately every two hours in 
linseed tea, but I have not yet had sufficient cases 
to form a judgment on the matter. 

A German veterinary surgeon claims (compara- 
tively) wonderful results in several hundreds of cases 
he has treated in this way, and certainly it seems a 
more rational method than the pouring of many 
drastic mixtures (I won't call them purgatives, 
because they often don’t act) into bovines, as with 
us. The medicine, containing the drugs mentioned 
above, is made up and sold as “ Arecovetrol” in 
Germany. All solid food is forbidden, and linseed 
tea used along with the medicine for many days. 

(2) Gastritis may be due to irregular feeding, 
unsuitable food, animal parasites and occasionally, 
I think, to impure water or moisture. It isn’t 
always caused by coarse indigestible grasses. Lack 
of proper chewing and rumination when the teeth 
are being changed may lead to it. Unsuitable com- 
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position of rations may be a cause of it. It may be 
true that coarse ingesta does not enter the aboma- 
sum, but true digestion takes place there, and 
this stomach is as liable to Seni acutely 
affected as the same organ with similar attributes 
in other animals. If starch and proteids are diges- 
ted in the fourth stomach of ruminants, gradual 
excess of these, or a sudden great addition to the 
normal supply, may set up inflammatory changes 
or at any rate lead to grave disturbance of the diges- 
tive functions. 

(3) Incase of impaction of the rumen relieved 
by our so-called cattle purgatives, the fourth 
stomach and the bowels get occasionally acted on. 
Possibly this may be due to such irritants as croton 
beans arriving at the fourth stomach and the 
intestines. I wonder why the old instrument by 
which you could inject fluids direct into the rumen 
and by turning a stop-cock let out the gas, went 
into disuse. It had its advantages. 

(4) ‘Spewing of the cud” is apparently due to 
indigestion following the giving of bulky inferior 
food. The rumen, perhaps filled with food of this 
kind, is also oversupplied at the same time or 
shortly after with water, and food is brought up 
into the mouth not of the right consistence to be 
formed into balls as in normal rumination, and 
hence is voided and not rechewed and swallowed. 
At the same time I should opine there is contraction 
of the rumen and possibly violent or spasmodic 
lessening of its volume. Both Armatage and Steel 
mention “dropping of the cud” in their books 
on the ox. 


PROLAPSE OF THE RECTUM IN 
PARTURIENT MARES, 


By C. W. TownsEnD, F.R.C.V.S. 


It was with much interest that I read the abstract 
upon this complication which was recorded in your 
edition of July 29th. Personally, I always look 
upon the condition as being one of the most serious 
and fatal that we have to deal with subsequent to 
parturition in mares. 

Although this complication, luckily, cannot be 
described as being common, the high percentage of 
mortality that ensues when it is met with has often 
struck me as being both surprising and _per- 
plexing. 

Whilst I quite agree with most of what Hamoir has 
written in connection with the subject, I still cannot 
quite understand why it is that the fatality should 
be so great when the complication occurs at or sub- 
sequent to parturition. Eversion of the rectum is 
a condition which no doubt every practitioner meets 
with from time to time, and we do not regard the 
sequel as necessarily a fatal one, in fact I look upon 
the result as being generally satisfactory. But in 
those cases in which the condition occurs at or 
subsequent to parturition I have only up to the 
present had one case recovery. I may add that 


tioners to whom I have mentioned this subject. 
My own percentage of fatalities have therefore been 
higher than those of Hamoir, who estimates his 
roughly at 92 per cent. which also seems very high. 
In speaking of the causes of this condition, no 
doubt the violent expulsive efforts of the dam in 
getting rid of the foetus play an important part in 
bringing about this sequel, and in most cases I 
have met with the size of the foetus has been abnor- 
mally large. On the other hand my experience 
coincides with that of Hamoir in that the complica- 
tion may occur after a perfectly normal parturition 
and in cases when the foetus has not been abnormal 
in size, 

The author attaches considerable importance to 
the presenee of hardened feces in the rectum 
previous to and during parturition as being very 
likely to cause this condition. It has, however, 
been my experience that usually with the first 
violent abdominal contractions of the mother, the 
contents of the rectum are voluntary expelled, this 
taking place before there is much pressure between 
the rectum and the foetus. Again, at the com- 
mencement of parturition the foetus seldom gets 
into the pelvic cavity, but only at the entrance. I 
therefore cannot regard the loaded rectum as an 
important factor in causing the eversion. I am 
more inclined to believe that the violent abdominal 
contractions of the mare during parturition, com- 
bined with the violent pressure which there must 
necessarily be upon the rectum during expulsion of 
the foetus, which latter must exert direct pressure. 
upon the more or less imprisoned rectum, caus- 
ing acute inflammation, expulsion and subsequent 
paralysis. 

This sequence may possibly explain to some 
extent why it is that the fatality is so high when 
this condition occurs at or subsequent to par- 
turition. 

Treatment. Although we cannot regard this con- 
dition as a hopeful one, some attempt must be 
made to save the animal's life. Reduction of the 
prolapsed portion of bowel must first be performed, 
this is generally easy to accomplish ; moreover, it is 
seldom that eversion of the prolapsed portion 
recurs, this is no doubt due to the fact that inflam- 
mation and paralysis soon set in. 

The symptoms mentioned by Hamoir soon set in, 
and death almost invariably takes place in from two 
to four days after parturition. The symptom which 
I regard as being the most favourable one, is con- 
tinued action of the bowels. 

No doubt the therapeutical measure indicated is 
that advised by Hamoir, viz., resection of the pro- 
lapsed portion of bowel, but unless this is done 
early, before paralysis and necrosis has set in, this 
treatment is useless. I would like to ask howmany 
owners of valuable mares would care to run the 
risk of this operation, and more particularly in the 
first instance. 

In conclusion I may say that we seldom find 
this condition described in veterinary text books, 
and I would like to know what is the experience of 
other practitioners, both as regards the treatment 


this appears to be the experience of several practi- 


they adopt and the results they have obtained. 
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TUBERCULOSIS OF THE UDDER. 


During the course of my duties examining cows 
for tubercular mammitis, I have noticed the great 
preponderance of the affection in one or other of the 
posterior quarters of the udder, and thought it 
might be interesting to others if I recorded the 
observations of 50 consecutive cases. These were 
cases, both in town and country, proved by the 
biological test to be affected. 


Right fore-quarter. Left fore-quarter. 


Tuberculosis of the udder is usually defined as 
being a chronic mastitis, usually of one quarter, 
preferably a hind one, characterised by progressive 
induration and hypertrophy, and unaccompanied by 
heat or tenderness of the organ. 

I have been surprised on occasions by the rapid 
course of the disease; an udder apparently normal 
at one visit, being found on second visit a month 
later to be markedly hypertrophied and indurated. 
Other cases again are not marked by any great 
hypertrophy but the induration is steadily pro- 
gressive. 


Right hind-quarter. 


Left hind-quarter. 


2 Red 
1 Red roan 


4 Red 
2 Light roan 


13 Red 5 Red 
1 White 1 Black 
1 Red and white 2 Red and white 
4 Light roan 2 Light roan 
2 Red roan 4 Red roan 
2 Blue roan 2 Strawberry roan 
1 Roan 
1 Yellow red 


23 18 


Sheffield. 


Ernest J. BuRNDRED, M.R.C.V.8., D.V.H. 


MONSTROSITY. 


I was much interested in Mr. H. Thompson’s case 
reported in your issue of August 19th, and he is to 
be congratulated on its very satisfactory conclusion. 
In the case which gives rise to these notes I was 
not so fortunate. 

My patient was a medium sized two-year-old 
Ayrshire heifer in calf for the first time to a short- 
horn bull. 

When I arrived 1 found that the owners had been 
at work for six hours, and all they had to show for 
it was the hindquarters of a heifer calf which they 
had cut off at the sacrum with a saw. Naturally 
the heifer was very much exhausted—practically in 
a state of collapse—and from the first I had little 
hope of saving her life. However, after administer- 
ing a stimulant, I proceeded to make an explora- 
tion, but it was some time before I could even 

tially make out the state of affairs. After a 
Bittle, I made out distinctly the now truncated body 
of one calf and the hindquarters of another, also, 
that there was no abdominal wall, the viscera float- 
ing about in the uterus. The diaphragm was intact, 
and then I found there was only one thoracic 
cavity. Two fore limbs were also within reach, 
but I was unable at that time to touch a head. 

I need not detail my mode of procedure, suffice 
it to say that after several hours work, during which 
I removed everything within reach likely to take 
up room, of which there was little enough, I was 

uite unable to divide the calves. With the mass 

wn within suitable distance, it was im ible to 
work, and vice vérsa, with room to work I could not 


The owners were by this time “anxious to see 
the freak,” to use their own words, and suggested 
slaughtering the heifer. Her chance of pulling 
through, even though the foetus had been removed, 
was practically mil, so she was killed, and I was 
then able to make an examination of the monster. 

The thoracic cavity was formed by the sternum 
of each calf being divided mesially, and each half, 
instead of joining its fellow, was united to the 
opposing half of the other sternum. That is to 
say, the right half of sternum A was united to the 
left half of sternum B, or vice versa. A transverse 
section of the thorax was thus more or less rhom- 
boidal in shape. The single heart was apparently 
normal in shape and structure, but somewhat larger 
than usual. There were two lungs of normal shape 
and size. 

An accurate study of the abdominal viscera was 
difficult owing to the treatment. There was only one 
rumen, reticulum, omasum and abomasum, but where 
the bowel bifurcated to reach the anus of each calf 
could not be ascertained. The liver was very large, 
in fact it looked like two joined together. There 
was on the left side a small extra lobe exactly like 
the Spigelian lobe of the right side. There was 
only one spleen, but there were four kidneys. 

Monsters of course are not rare, and my excuse 
for detailing this case at some length must be its 
rather unusual form. 

In an article in Le Journal de l'anatomie et de 
la Physiologie Normales et Pathologiques de l homme 
et des Animaux, July—August, 1906, M.M. Lesbre 
and Forgeot describe several cases of monstrosities 
in children which.resemble this case so far as the 


reach the foetus. 


formation of the tborax is concerned, but differ 
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from it in that the posterior extremities are not re- 
duplicated. 

In describing the contents of the thorax, M.M. 
Lesbre and Forgeot state there are sometimes two 
hearts, which may be enclosed in the same peri- 
cardium, or the heart may be single, but by reason 
of its complicity, indicating double origin. As for 
the lungs, these are usually four in number, but the 


two innermost are more or less atrophied, and} 


sometimes almost non-existent. 

On that particular day I had not read this article, 
so possibly I overlooked atrophied lungs, but the 
heart certainly showed no signs of being complex, 
nor was it so large as might reasonably have been 


expected 


Swaffham. 


Atec McTwrk, M.R,C.V.S. 


A USEFUL APPARATUS. 


The enclosed photos show a novel apparatus that | flanks, lim 
I have found extremely useful in veterinary prac- 
tice. It is known as a “ Veterinary Brooder,” not 
perhaps a very descriptive name, but as it origina- 


inches and 12 inches deep. It has double walls 
which are filled with hot water, and being padded 
with thick felt keeps warm from ten to twelve 
hours. A high wire guard is fitted to the top to 
keep the patient safe. 

I have found the “ brooder” invaluable in cases 
of severe illness, such as gastritis, where the body 
temperature is subnormal, and after severe opera- 
tions, as it restores the body heat far more effec- 
tively than hot bottles or warm blankets. Another 
great advantage is the wire guard, which enables 
me to leave the patient for some hours at a time 
without fear of the animal becoming chilled. 

As will be seen by the second photograph, by 
fitting a top, which is supplied, the “ brooder” can 
be converted into a very convenient lethal chamber, 
and I can vouch for its efficiency, having destroyed 
the largest dog that ever came into my surgery in 
34 to 4 minutes without a struggle, coal gas being 
used. 

The apparatus is made and supplied by Mr. 
Rogers, of Four Oaks, Birmingham, who has spent 
much time and money in bringing the “ veterinary 
brooder” to the finely finished state in which he 


now turns it out. 
J. Stewart Woop, M.R.C.V.S. 


Parkestone, Dorset. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS 


CuTANEOUS SECONDARY MELANO-SARCOMATOSIS IN 
In A Doa. 


It is known that the secondary localisations of 
malignant tumours are especially glandular or 
visceral in their situation, and only very exception- 
ally cutaneous. Melanotic sarcomata sometimes 
form these exceptions. Moreover, the cutaneous 
localisation of melano-sarcomatosis may be com- 
patible with a long survival of the subject; but 
sooner or later cachexia and mortal visceral meta- 
stases are produced. Ball and Cuny (Journal de 
Méd. Vét. et de Zootechnie de Lyon) relate a case 
illustrating this condition. 

The subject was a seven-year-old dog, which pre- 
presented, in the region of the internal phalanges of 
the left fore foot, a tumour of a black colour, of the 
size of a small walnut, of irregufar shape, elongated 
transversally, firm in consistence, and ulcerated at 
one point of its surface. The owner had noticed 
the presence of this tumour six months at least 
before bringing the dog for examination. 

A number of scondary melanotic nodules were 
found upon the skin upon the whole surface of the 
body (except the head), but principally about the 
, and tail. The nodules had multiplied 
gradually. They were rounded, hemispherical or 
lenticular, flattened, smooth upon their surfaces, the 
colour of Indian ink, and ranged from the size of a 


ted from a “ Puppy Brooder” invented by Mr. | lentil to that of a nut. 


Roger, of Birmingham, the name has stuck to it. 


The “ brooder”’ consists of an oval chamber havy- | were chiefly 
ing an inside measurement of 36 inches x 24 


Upon the posterior limbs, the metastatic nodules 
uped upon the anterior portion from 


the femoro-tibial joint to the metatarses. Upon 
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the anterior limbs, they were found especially on 
the dorsal aspect. On the inferior aspect of the 
tail, a series of small nodules were found arranged 
in an almost straight line. 


a lukewarm draught of decoction of linseed. Nar- 
cosis quickly follows, and is generally obtained 
during the time which the practitioner spends in 
changing his dress. The cow is then placed in a 


There was no indication of either glandular or| position strongly inclined from behind forward, 


visceral metastases. 
Histological examination of the primary tumour 
showed it to be a round-celled melano-sarcoma. It 
comprised a rather well developed connective tissue 
framework lodging numerous rounded, polyhedral, 
or globular melanotic cells. But, as is often ob- 
served in leuco-sarcomas or ordinary sarcomas, 
certain parts of the tissue were composed of fusi- 
form or stellate melanotic net-work. The melanotic 
infiltration of the sarcomatous cells was not of the 
same intensity throughout the tumour, but unequal, 
ing in different portions of the preparation.— 
(Annales de Méd. Vet.) 


In ApuLT CATTLE. 


According to Ostertag, bovine melanosis is usually 
congenital, and seems to disappear with age. Beel 
(Zeitschr. f. Fleisch-w Milch Hygiene) states that 
he has often found melanosis in- calves, and the 
following observation by him seems to support the 
view of the ulterior disappearance of the pigmentary 
deposits. 

A cow of two and a half years showed lesions of 
the lung, liver, meninges, spinal cord, ete., which 
are usual in calves, but with this difference—that 
these organs did not show the eharacteristic black 
tint, but were dark-brown in colour. All the long 
bones showed, upon their sectioned’surfaces, a dark- 
brown colouration which was especially pronounced 
at the exterior, but diminished gradually as the 
more internal portion of the bone was reached. 

This case certainly seems to confirm the view 
that the melanotic deposits retrogress with the 
advance of age. Nevertheless, typical and well- 
marked lesions may persist in adult animals, as 
the following observation by Beel testifies, 

A cow of five years old showed deep black de- 
posits in the periosteum of the inferior maxilla, the 
connective tissue of the parotid gland and of its 
excretory duct, the aponeuroses of the internal mas- 
ticatory muscles, the retropharyngeal glands, the 
palate and soft palate (where the deposits were in 
starry spots), the tracheal mucous membrane, the 
first fifteen cartilaginous rings of the trachea, the 
lung, the liver, and the dura-mater (which was 
absolutely black), The renal calyx presented 
some spots; and a single small irregular deposit 
was upon the heart. The connective tissue of the 
coccygeal muscles was deep black, while the re- 
mainder of the muscles were free from lesions, as 
were also the spinal meninges.—(Annales de 
Méd. Vét. 


Tae Employment oF CHLORAL IN THE TREATMENT 
or EvERSION OF THE Bovine UTERUS. 


Knoll describes (Tydschrift voor Veeartsenijkunde\ 
the treatment he adopts when called to a case of 
éversion of the uterus in acow. He commences by 


which is accomplished by placing two sacks filled 
with hay under her. Reduction is then effected in 
the most convenient manner, and a relapse is pre- 
vented by the application of a suture. The animal 
remains in the same position until the narcosis dis- 
appears, which speedily takes place. 

By this method of procedure Knoll has never 
lost a cow affected with uterine eversion. He has 
never observed any untoward results from the em- 
ployment of the chloral, though he admits that, in 
the event of slaughter becoming necessary, it may 
communicate an odour to the meat. He employs 
the dose of 35 grammes in preference to the larger 
one of 40 grammes. He has also used chloral with 
good results in cases of excessive straining after 
parturition.—(Annales de Méd. Vét.) 

W.R. C. 


THE NATAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The second annual general meeting was held in the 
office of the Principal Veterinary Surgeon, Maritzburg, 
on Friday, June 30. The following members were 
present: Messrs. H. Watkins-Pitchford, President, in 
the chair ; W. M. Power, Vice-President ; F. J. Carless. 
S. B. Woollatt, C. M. Sharpe, C. H. Cordy, J.B. 
Collyer, F. Hutchinson, and A. W. Shilston, Hon. 
Secretary. 
Visitors: Capt. McKenzie, a.v.c., Mooi River, and 
Mr. F. A. Verney, G.v.s., Basutoland. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

A letter of apology for non-attendance from Mr. 
Amos, Durban, was read. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The SecrRETARY read the correspondence which had 
taken place with the Cape of Good Hope and Transvaal 
Societies relative to the South African Veterinary Sur- 
geons Bill and the proposed Federation of Veterinary 
Associations. 

A discussion on the question of Federation followed, 
and a resolution was in favour of the scheme pro- 
posed by the Transvaal Society. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The following officers were unanimously elected for 

the ensuing year : 

President.—Mr. H. Watkins-Pitchford, F.R.c.v.s. 
Vice-President.—Mr. F. J. Carless, M.R.C.V.S. 

Hon. Sec. and Treas.—Mr. A. W. Shilston, M.R.C.v.8. 
The Secretary read the balance sheet for the past 

ear which showed a balance in hand of £15 14s. 3d. 

his was 


The Prestpent then demonstrated the method of 
employing a hemoglobinometer of his own design ; this 
instrument is very compact, simple in principle and with- 
out any special requirements, enables one to quickly and 
| determine the hemoglobin contents of a 
patient’s blood. : 
A blood-collecting outfit was also shown; the appli- 


administering from 35 to 40 grammes of chloral in 


ance, which is no larger than a thermometer case, 
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enables one to make a dilution of blood of known 
> se which can be kept indefinitely ; from this dilu- 
tion, blood counts and films for microscopical examina- 
tion may be made at any time. 

The Natal Anti-toxic syringe was exhibited and its 
use explained ; the syringe contains one dose of Anti- 
venene, is of convenient size for carrying in the pocket, 
and in case of snake bite is readily available. 

Mr. Caress exhibited a number of dental instru- 
ments of useful designs. Several specimens of parasites 
were shown by the Secretary. 

The — for testing the Arsenical strength of 
dipping fluids, patented by Dr. Pitchford, was exhibited 
and the method of using it demonstrated with dips of 


various strengths. 
The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the 


President. 
A. W. Hon. Sec. 


Foot-and-Mouth—West Hallam Outbreak, 


In the present outbreak at West Hallam, Derbyshire, 
the disease was of a mild character, and presented the 
following symptoms: The earliest indication of any- 
thing being amiss with the stock was revealed to the 
owner on Friday, the 18th Aug., in one of the cows 
slavering abnormally at the mouth, and a similar condi- 
tion in another cow on the following day. On my arrival 
at the farm, on the forenoon of Sunday, the 20th Aug. 
I found three dairy cows affected, all in different stages 
of the disease, and as I had the opportunity of examining 


these and other two cases later developed, the following 
report may be of interest to owners of stock. 

_ The earliest clinical symptoms were smacking of the 
lips, a profuse flow of saliva from the mouth, a watery 
discharge from the eyes and nose, which ultimately be- 
came thicker in consistency, an abnormal pink hue of 
the lining of the mouth—the roof of the mouth wag 
covered with petechial (blood) spots. Careful examination 
of the toothless border of the age’ jaw as well as of 
the tip of the tongue revealed the characteristic vesicles 
(bladder, bleb, or blister) seen in this disease. These 
were filled with a clear fluid and were more oblong than 
oval in shape. The temperature at this stage varied in 
the different animals affected from 103° F. to 104° 
The animals were dull, went off their feed and the bowels 
were constipated. 

In twenty-four hours from the first clinical symptoms 
the disease was fully developed, and in forty-eight hours 
the skin over the vesicles shrivelled up, became pale in 
colour, and on the third day was detached, leavi 
behind watery erosions, which healed very quickly, and 
were recognisable by the sharply-marked limits between 
the sound tissue and the eroded areas which result from 
the bursting of the vesicles. Within the same period 
the inflamed appearance of the mouth passed off. the 
temperature fell to normal and the animals again com- 
menced to ruminate and take food. 

In one case vesicles were found on the feet between 
the digits (toes) which ran a similar course to those in 
the mouth. This animal was stiff in the act of rising, 
but could not be said to go lame. (From a column on 
Foot-and-Mouth disease, by Alex. Levie, F.R.c.v.s. in the 


Derby Daily Express). 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


to 1910, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax. Foot- Glanders Sheep 
— Mouth (including Counties | Scab. Swine Fever. 
Outbreaks Animals news. Farcy) Affected 
Petes. Con.) Re. | Con.| Re. | Out-| Ani- | Out-| Ani-/ Animals | Out-| Out- | Slaagh. 
lirm’a ported firm’d portedjoreaks mals. {breaks mals./ Attacked breaks} breaks. | tered. * 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Aug. 26] 14 20 1 5 3 3 41 320 
| 
- 1910 29 34 ll 17 3 18 1 
Corresponding | 1909 17 | 22 6| 5) | 
ms 1908 16 | 18 17| 58 23 212 
Middlesex 1 
Total for 34 weeks,1911 | 561 704 8 425} 125) 203 805 | 1737 | 20257 
; 1910 980 1186 2 15 j 248 762 835 971 8712 
— 1909 887 1177 366 | 1343 470 | 1226 | 10789 
1908 742 995 8 112! 545 | 1742 636 1452 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, August 29, 
IRELAND. Week ended Aug. 26 
1910 4 2 20 
Corresponding Week in 1909 . eee 2 122 
1908 1 1 3 17 
Total for 34 weeks, 1911 7 | 12 2 3 51 253 90 1575 
: ee 1910 ... 5 8 1 2 52 348 71 | 1698 
Corresponding period in +1909 ... 5 5 . os 63 305 82 1467 
1908... 6 9 81 272 130 2749 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Aug. 28, 1911 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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The Royal Agricultural Society and 
Tuberculosis. 

The Royal Agricultural just issued a 
booklet of 19 pages, entitled “Tuberculosis as regards 
Heredity in Causation and Elimination from Infected 
Heres.” Practically the work is a long article upon this 
important subject, written by Be: less an authority than 
Sir John M‘Fadyean. The booklet is published for the 
Society by Mr. John Murray, 50a Albermarle Street, W., 
and its price is 1/-. Members of the R.A.S. may obtain 
copies at half price by applying to the office at 16 Bed- 
ford Square, W.C. 

This small work will probably exercise a wide educa- 
tive influence, from its excellent popular presentation of 
the subject. It is divided into two parts of nearly 

ual length, the first dealing with the question of here- 
dity. In this the genesis of the old belief in the im- 
portance of heredity in tuberculosis is first explained ; 
and the difference between congenital tuberculosis and 
an hereditary predisposition to the disease is clearly laid 
down. The frequence of the former is indicated, and the 
evidence for and against the latter weighed ; and the 
relative unimportance of both in the causation of tuber- 
culosis in comparison with the far more potent causal 
factor of contagion is well brought out. f 

This leads up to the second part-of the booklet, which 
is concerned with the eradication of tuberculosis from 
a herd. It consists of a careful exposition of the prin- 
ciples underlying an attempt to transform an infected 
into a tubercle-free herd and the details of their appli- 
cation, full consideration being given to the varying 
circumstanchs of the individual case. The various diffi- 
culties and discouragements attending such an attempt 
are not minimised, but, with their causes, are fully ex- 
plained. No details are given regarding the technique 
and reading of the tuberculin test, it being apparently 
tacitly assumed that this will be entrusted to profess- 
ional hands. Directions as to the intervals between 
the successive testings and re-testings are given, as also 
are full explanations of certain well-known apparent 
failures of the tuberculin test. , 

In conclusion, reference is made to the economic aspect 
of the question for the individual owner ; and here it is 
fully admitted that, for the average British farmer, the 
task of eliminating tuberculosis from a herd is far from 
easy and is often costly, while the prospect of immedi- 
ate financial advantage from it does not appear great at 

nt. It is pointed out, however, that the conditions 
are different in the case of valuable pedigree herds, in 
which the expense attached to the attempt at eradicat- 
ing the disease is usually less, while the prenpest of 
obtaining a speedy financial return is greater. single 
conclnding sentence indicates the obligation upon pedi- 

owners to lead the way in the campaign against 
tuberculosis. 

The official source and the authorship of the booklet 
alike ensure it a wide reading, which its perusal con- 
vinces us is more than deserved. We doubt whether 
any work of so small a size has ever been published 
which is so valuable to the agriculturist. Of course it 
contains nothing of direct value to the veterinary sur- 

n, but even to him it may prove of very considerable 
indirect utility. A veterinary surgeon undertaking the 
eradication of tuberculosis from an infected herd cannot 
do better than direct his client’s attention to this booklet 
as a comprehensible exposition of the principles of the 
operation. 


Preservation of Tr. Iodine. 
The addition of a small quantity of Calcium carbonate 


Prosecution of a Veterinary Surgeon. 


Mr. William Watt, M.R.c.v.s, 17—21 Lillie Road, 
Fulham, was the defendant in a summons issued against 
him by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals charging him with aiding and abetting two 
men, Frank Pearson and George Garner, employed by a 
firm of coal merchants, in ill-treating a horse used for 
drawing a coal wagon. 

Mr. Bevan, K.c. prosecuted, while Mr. Pheasant 
solicitor, appeared for the defendants. 

In explaining the circumstances counsel said the 
animal was found to be in a most deplorable condition. 
There was at the point of the hip an open wound com- 
municating with a sinus some eighteen inches long from 
which pus flowed freely. A post-mortem examination 
showed that the pus had soaked into the muscular 
tissues, which had become decomposed and rotten. Mr. 
Watt told the officer that if the Society wanted a fight 
they could have one. Counsel commented on the 
responsibility of Mr. Watt in this matter. He had 
chosen to take on himself the responsility of sending out 
the horse. It was not a case of mistaking the character 
of a particular disease. Mr. Watt assumed the 
responsibility for the working of the horse. A case on 
somewhat similar grounds went to the Divisional Court, 
but it was dismissed, against the veterinary surgeon on 
a technicality. The Court declined to convict because 
of the form of the summons which was for knowing] 
counselling the owner to work the animal, instead o 
with having caused it to be worked. 

Rupert Gildersleve, the Society’s inspector who wy 
the animal, said—the horse was very lame on the off hind 
leg. Matter was running down the limb and a loin 
cloth was placed so as to cover the wound. The wound 
was a few inches below the angle of the hip. The loin 
cloth was covered with matter. The horse was not 


r. Pheasant: Do you wish the Court to under- 
stand that the horse was sent out in the state you 
describe !—It was in that condition when I saw it. Two 
veterinary surgeons (Messrs. Case and Piesse) were 
called to see the horse—one the same day, the other a 
few days later. 

So there was some doubt about the condition /—I 
don’t know about that. 

Can you explain why no process was taken before 
July 15th, although you allege the offence was com- 
mitted on June 2ist?—That is a matter for the head 


office. 

Mr. Bevan explained that the delay was due to the 
fact that in such special cases as this no prosecution is 
instituted until the facts have been laid before the Com- 
mittee of the Society. 

Mr. Alexander Piesse, M.R.c.v.s., Brixton Road, said 
he examined the horse on July 28 at the request of the 
Society. He described the nature of the wound on the 
point of the hip, and said the animal went lame on the 
offhind limb. As he pressed the parts pus came out of 
the wound. 

Mr. Bevan : How did it come out !—In a thick stream 
proving that there was present a large accumulation of 
pus. There was an overshot fetlock, and the ligaments 
were thickened. 

How long do you think the horse had been suffering? 
—Not less than three months, may be longer. 

Was it fit to be put in a cart ?—No. 

In cross-examination witness said a little gentle move- 
ment of the horse would cause the pus to ooze out of the 
wound and so decrease the amount. By a gentle move- 
ment he meant a walk round the yard. The pus would 
have to travel 12 inches before it reached the mouth of 
the wound. 


to Tincture of Iodine prevents the formation of iodidric 
acid and preserves the tincture at a very small cost. 
—Ia Clin. Vet. 


Mr. Pheasant : A sinus twelve inches long is not ex- 


‘ceptional !—Yes, it is exceptional. The sinus had been 
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in existence a considerable time. Had an operation 
been performed it would have entailed considerable ex- 
penditure. 

A horse sensitive to the touch as you say this one was 
is not necessarily evidence of pain !—No. 

Mr. de Grey: What if it flinched ’—If it flinched out 
of the ordinary then it would indicate pain. I can 
always tell whether an animal flinches in pain or in 
nervousness. I cannot imagine any one working the 
animal in the state I saw it. Witness added that.a 
diseased bone could only be discovered superficially by 
the smell. He found no evidence of it externally. So 
long as the pus remained there must be pain. 

Mr. Bevan: You would not call gentle exercise to 
er 4 the horse between the shafts of a coal wagon ? 
—Oh, no. 

Arthur Case, a veterinary surgeon, of 706 Fulham 
Road, said that on June 21 he examined the mare at 
Messrs. Usher’s stables and found her lame on the off 
hind limb. There was a wound on the thigh about two 
or three inches below-the point of the hip. The wound 
was em us. The muscles of the part were very 
much wasted. The fetlock joint was very much enlarged 
and overshot. On mani distine the part in the region 
of the wound he found the animal suffered pain, and it 
was not fit to be worked. The wasting had b been going 
on for some time, and the mare had been trying to rest 
the part as much as possible. The wound was of some 
months’ standing On July 4 the owners had the mare 
slaughtered, and witness subsequently made a post- 
‘mortem examination. The flesh was very decomposed 


_ with pus, and the hip bone tissues were diseased and 


had been in that condition for some time, a matter of 
months. The horse could not have been worked without 


n. 

Mr. Pheasant : Could you not come to any conclusiun 
that there was diseased bone there without cutting the 
parts open !—No. 

Would you form any opinion as to where this matter 
was coming from without an operation ?—You could feel 
it down the bottom. 

Could you tell there was necrotic matter or not in the 
diseased tissues before the post-mortem ?—You could 
form an opinion. 

You don’t agree with Mr. Piesse that from external 
examination no veterinary surgeon could discover it ‘— 
I agree with Mr. Piesse. 

Mr. Piesse said there was no evidence of a diseased 
bone. Do you agree with Mr. Piesse there?—Yes. If 
there had been a diseased bone we should have detected 
the smell. 

Did you really conduct this post-mortem ?—The post- 
mortem had already been conducted. 

Mr. De Grey: It was a post post-mortem. 

Mr. Pheasant : Did cut up the parts ?—No. 

Did you find any of the parts missing?—No. I ex- 
amined the hip bone. The end of it had been cnt off. 

Will you swear the bone was intact?—Yes. It was 
divided in two. 

Mr. De Grey: How could it be intact if it was 
divided in two? If I cut you in two you would not be 
intact ?--No._ 

Mr. Pheasant: Had it been divided before or after 
death ?—After death. 

Are you prepared to swear that !—I am. 

Do you suggest that wasted muscles caused pain ?— 
No wasting causes pain unless it reaches a certain 


stage. 
“Hea this reached the stage when the wasting would 
have caused pain !—I should say not. 

Do you suggest that the enlarged fetlock joint is 
ps evidence of pain?—It might and might 
not be. 

Do you suggest the horse resting his leg was evidence of 


pain?—No. The accumulation of pus would in itself 
cause pain on pressure. 

And the more the pus was removed the less pressure 
and less pain there would be }—Yes. 

The using of the limb would help to discharge or dis- 
pose of the pus from the sinus !—Yes. 

Mr. De Grey: Using it at any kind of work !—No, 
gentle walking exercises. 

Why not in a van !—Because the van would cause too 
much strain on the healthy part. Pain would also 
come from where the matter had collected, pressing on 
that particular part. i 

— it be like a festered finger in a human being? 
—Yes. 

Mr.. Pheasant : Where were the thickened ligaments ? 
—On the fetlock joint. 

there pain there ?—Yes. It was painful to the 
touch. 

Do you know as a matter of fact that while this mare 
was standing in the stables by your directions the pus 
accumulated to a very great extent?—Yes. _ 

The question of exercising is a matter which veterin- 
ary surgeons differ as to what kind of exercising should 
be done !—Sometimes. 

I take it this mare was not in such a terrible state 
that you could not understand anyone sending her 
out !—No. 

In reply to Mr. Bevan witness said the muscles and 
tissues of the hip bone were discoloured and blackened. 
Disease of the bone was not the same as diseased muscular 
tissues. There was no diseased bone in this case. 

This was the case for the prosecution. 

Addressing Mr. De Grey, Mr. Pheasant said an ex- 
ceptional step had been taken in this case by the sum- 
moning of a veterinary surgeon, for aiding and abet- 
ting the other defendants. According to law he could 
not be guilty of cruelty by giving an errror of judgment. 

Mr. DeGrey: The veterinary surgeon gave certain 
advice in this case. If he did that bona fide, that is to 
say having the means of forming the right judgment and 
honestly forming that right judgment according to the 
best of his ability and skill, and if he can convince me 
that that was so, of course he goes free. I did not see 
the horse, but it seems to me that no one ought to have 
worked the horse in the state it was. 

Mr. Pheasant went on to say that the prosecution had 
exaggerated the case. If the animal had been in the 
state as had been described no one would have taken the 
risk of sending it out on the streets. 

Mr. De Grey: Hundreds of animals in a bad state: 
are worked on the street on the off chance that they will 
not be spotted. 

Mr. Pheasant added that his defence was that so far 
as the veterinary surgeons were concerned it was purely 
a matter of opinion. The mere fact of there being a 
small wound which was discharging pus was not in 
itself an actual sign of pain to the animal. If a veteri- 
nary surgeon was to be prosecuted for saying a horse 
with pus and no pain could be worked, then a doctor 
should be prosecuted for sending a child to school witha 
boil on the back of its neck. 

Some questions arose as to the time which expired 
from the date of the offence June 25th to the date of the 
summonses July 15th. 

Mr. Sidney Polhill, solicitor to the Society, explained 
that th2 delay was cansed by the fact that whenever a 
veterinary surgeon was reported for a summons the 
matter was carefully considered by the Council before 
proceedings were taken. 

Garner, the carman, said he had used the horse about 
six or seven months. While driving it he had frequently 

R.S.P.C.A. inspectors. There had frequently 
na discharge from the off hip. He had never seen 
any signs of lameness. 


‘ 


i 
aa 
»! 
at 
i | 
UMI 


Seplember 2, 1911 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


157 


(ross-examined, witness said the horse was drawing a 
ton of coal when he was sopees by the Society’s in- 
tor. He washed the off hind limb every morning. 
Ne, Watt ordered him to put vaseline on the wound. 
Witness did not put a loin cloth on the horse to hide the 
wound and prevent anyone stopping hiw. Mr. Watt 
saw the animal frequently. Three days after he com- 
menced to drive the horse he asked Mr. Watt if it was 
fit to work and he replied “ Yes, but very lightly.” He 
umbled about it to his mates. It was an unthankful 
ob to wash off the matter every morning. The wound 
was about as big as a pin-head. 

Robert Joseph Nicholls, a horse slaughterer in the 
employment of Harrison and Barber, Garratt Lane, 
Wandsworth, said he went to Messrs. Usher’s yard to 

ter the horse, but instead of doing so he took it 
away with a line behind his cart. It was as sound as 
his own horse. An abscess had broken the day before 
inside the thigh and no matter was seen. Eventually 
he slaughtered it and found the off-hind hip bone had 
been broken. It had been joined together with a white 
fibrous sabstance. 

Mr. Pearson, manager, said his employers had never 
had any complaint about their horses before. The horse 
in question had a small place on the off hind hip when 
they bought it. It disc — matter, and Mr. Watt’s 
attention was called to it. orking the horse seemed 
to have a good effect upon it. He saw no signs of lame- 
ness or he would not have had the horse worked. 

Cross-examined, Mr. Pearson said that the wound on 
the hip got no worse during the time she was under his 
care. Mr. Watt told him that the wound could not be 
got rid of without an operation. He did not advise an 
operation, but told witness to work the animal lightly 
in that condition. Witnessdid not know why the horse 
was not operated upon. He could not say why the loin 
cloth was used. It did not cover the wound. He did 
not tell the Society’s inspector that “we have*protected 
ourselves by calling in a veterinary surgeon.” He said 
“We have been working it under the veterinary sur- 
geon’s orders.” To his knowledge Mr. Watt had not 
treated the wound. Possibly the horse in that condition 
was not a credit to Messrs. Usher and Co., but as Mr. 
Watt advised light work hedid that. If the wound had 

t worse he would have "4 other advice. The 
Goss was destroyed because Mr. Piesse told him an 
operation would be an expensive matter, but if he had it 
done away with it would be cheaper and settle the matter 
altogether. 

In reply to Mr. De Grey, witness said that so far as he 
could see the horse did not suffer pain by being worked. 
If he had a sore on his own hip he would Line his 
medical man’s advice even if he suffered some pain by 

Mr. Watt, giving evidence, said he had been in prac- 
tice 14 years. He had a contract with Messrs. Usher 
and Co. to look after their horses. He first saw the 
horse in question 18 months ago. There was a sinus on 
the off-hind hip, which discharged. The opening of it 
was about the size of a probe. About three months 
later the sinus got closed and caused lameness. He re- 
opened the sinus with a lance and the matter came out. 

en he told the carman to keep it clean. A day or two 
later the horse started work again. The condition of the 
off-hind quarter did not vary, and the wound did not 
close up again because of the continual movement of the 
leg. If the passage had been allowed to close there 
would have been pain caused by the pressure of the 
pus. So long as the pus came away freely there was no 
pain, and working would help to discharge the pus. In 

opinion to work the animal was the proper course to 
adopt. At no time did he see any symptoms of pain or 
distress. If an operation had been performed it would 


have been problematic as to whether it would have 
cured the wound, That was Mr. Piesse’s opinion too. 


The wasted muscle was affected very little by the move- 
ment of the legs, the manipulation of which would not 
cause pain because there would be no pressure so long 
as the pus was being ejected from the sinus. The fet- 
lock being overshot was not evidence of pain. If he 
had had any idea the summonses were going to be 
issued he would have called in other veterinary surgeons 
to examine the horse before it had been slaughtered. 
When the animal stood in the stable it got worse, he- 
cause the pus accumulated. Vaseline was put on the 
wound to prevent the discharge sticking to the hair and 
excoriating the skin. 

Cross-examined, witness said it was not necessary to 
slaughter the horse. The head of the firm did that to 
save the expense of an operation. He would have been 
exceeding his duty to have called in another veterinary 
surgeon’s opinion when Mr. Piesse said the horse was 
not fit to work, and, further, he did not think it was 
necessary. During the t 18 months the sinus had 
extend three inches, being about twelve inches in 
length when it was stop The wasting of the 
muscles was caused by the treatment for the discharg- 
ing wound six months before it came to Clapham Junc- 
tion. In his opinion the discharge was caused by a 
pow of dead tissue which might have come from the 

roken hip. Some foreign y would cause irritation 
causing the pus. There was no pain caused by the wast- 
ing of the muscles. He had not seen other horses 
working while suffering from a wound like the one in 
this case. 

Wm. Hunting, F.R.c.v.s., Examiner in Surgery to the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, said he had heard 
the evidence in the case. An overshot joint might be 
a sign of previous pain, and not evidence of pain in that 
o naegan joint. No pain would be caused by the limb 

ing worked in the presence of these wasted muscles. 
With regard to the sinus the animal would not neces- 
sary be caused pain by working. If it was allowed to 
remain idle the pus would accumulate and cause pain. 
To work the horse would relieve it by ejecting the 
matter from the sinus. In the morning the sinus would 
be sore. He had experience of a case where a sinus 
took two years to heal up, and the horse was worked all 
the time. He operated on the animal unsuccessfully, 
but it worked without lameness for two or three years 
after and ultimately healed spontaneously. In his 
opinion Mr. Watt’s advice was good and sound in the 
present case. He had known many cases where horses 
worked without pain with open wouud. 

Cross-examined witness said he was of opinion that 
the sinus was becoming blocked up on the day it was 
stopped. It causel the horse to go lame. There 
must be some inflammation to produce pus. 

John Watson Brownless, M.R.c.v.s., Police veterinary 
surgeon, corroborated the last witness’s evidence. 

Mr. De Grey said he was at a great disadvantage in 
not seeing the animal in question, because he could 
judge better by personal inspection than by any amount of 
evidence as to whether a horse was suffering pain or not. 
It was a difficult case. He exonerated Garner, the 
carmen. With regard to Mr. Pearson he had sheltered 
himself under the advice given by Mr. Watt.. He (the 
Magistrate) had to say whether he was convinced with- 
out seeing the animal that it was lame and suffered pain. 
It would take a good deal to convince him that a horse 
with a sinus as had been described was not suffering pain 
whenworked. Mr. Hunting had said he had known a case 
where it was possible, but was it possible in this case? 
Mr. Pearson said Mr. Watt told him he might work the 
horse, and added “We have protected ourselves.” It 
was not a nice thing to say. Whether it was said or not he 
could not say. Mr. Pearson denied that he said it. It 
was clear that he worked the horse on Mr. Watt's advice, 
and he thought he was safe. Mr. Watt was uncertain 
when he saw the horse last. Mr. Pearson said Mr. Watt 


| 
d 
: 
= 
‘ 
i 
¢ 4 
a 


158 THE VETERINARY RECORD _ September 2, 1911 


went to the yard two or three times a week, but Mr. 
Watt said he went there about twenty times a year. He 
was not satisfied that Mr. Pearson was justified in think- 
ing the advice he had, held good for such a long period 
of time. The horse was undoubtedly lame when the 
Society’s inspector and Mr. Piesse saw it. Mr. Pearson 
ought to have known it was unfit for work in spite of 
the advice he had from Mr. Watt. With regard to Mr. 
Watt there was a great difficulty in his (Magistrate’s) 
way. He had given evidence in a honest and straight- 
forward manner. It was not a pleasant position for him 
to be in, to be in the service of a firm which employs a 
number of horses. He had said “I am there to do 
simply what Messrs. Usher’s want me. I am their 
servant.” It did away with his independence, and 
thereby independence of judgment, which was a very 
important matter. He might hold that Mr. Watt was 
not giving his advice independently and _straight- 
forwardly. Mr. Hunting had said he knew of another 
horse in a similar condition had been worked for two 
rs without being any the worse for it. That being so 
e should say that Mr. Watt gave honest advice. He 
might have thought it was the right thing. Never- 
theless it was difficult to think that a professional man 
should give such advice. The summons against Garner 
and Watt would be dismissed, while Pearson would 
have to pay 40/- or a month. 


Ritualism in Surgery. 


I should like to say a few words here on what is now 
euphuistically spoken of as “surgical technique,” for- 
merly as wound treatment, particularly with regard to 
its ritual and its expense. The great principles upon 
which operative success depends are to-day exactly the 
same as when Lister first preached the gospel of anti- 
sepsis. Absolute cleanliness is the essence of the 
measures by which he carried those principles into prac- 
tice. Many as have been the modifications of our opera- 
tive methods since the early Seventies of last century, it 
is upon the completeness with which this central idea 
has been secured that the success of each method de- 
pends. It needs but little ceremonial to make and keep 
us clean either in body or in spirit. Simplicity, sincer- 
ity, and steadfastness will suffice in both. The modern 
tendency to make of a surgical operation a kind of 
ritualistic function is greatly to be deplored. Harm 
often results therefrom I am sure. We can be careful 
without being fastidious, and efficient without becom- 
ing hysterical ; and elaboration of ceremonial will not 
condone a want of manipulative dexterity or absence of 
readiness in emergency. Soap and scalding water are 
our safest and simplest antiseptics, and if we add spirit 
to the list, the scruples of the most sensitive of surgeons 
should be satisfied. [From the Address in Surgery, at 
Birmingham, by Jordan Lloyd, F.R.c.s.] 


Why has Dr. Rutherford resigned? 


A correspondent in last issue puts it up to Canadian 
Farm to tell why Canada is losing the services of so valu- 
able an official as Dr. J. G. Rutherford at such a critical 
time in the live stock industry of this country. If it is 
a question of salary, or of the United States, as our 
ns yea points out, trying to secure his servi 
then those responsible for his going are deserving 0 
very grave censure indeed. We are inclined to the view 
that the reason for his leaving is not a question of health 
or of salary, but one of friction in the inner working of 
the department. The persons responsible for that 
friction should be removed or put where they can do no 
harm, and every effort made to retain Dr. Rutherford’s 


services, 


The Department of Agriculture loses a pote 
capable outfit of brains in Dr. J. G. Rutherford, c.m.c,, 
Veterinary Director-General and Live-Stock Commis- 
sioner of Canada, who leaves the Government service for 
work that will bring him more money and greater 

of mind. Rutherford knew his job up and down, 
straight through, and clear across. He had been a 
Member of Parliament and knew what the people 
wanted. He had been a farmer and knew what the 
farmers wanted. He was trained as a veterinary sur- 
geon in the thorough English school and knew what the 
animals wanted. When he took hold in 1902 he found 
nothing to his hand except an Act of Parliament which 
was so much waste paper. In nine years he had created 
a health-of-animals branch, a meat and food inspection 
service with a hundred inspectors, a biological labora- 
tory with a staff of trained pathologists, and a live-stock 
branch that is doing much to promote friendly relations 
between breeders and their market. Quarantine work 
has been systematized and the importation of live stock 
into Canada is now thoroughly under the control of the 
department. Hog cholera has almost disappeared ; 
glanders has been stamped out except in Saskatchewan ; 
cattle mange, horse mange, sheep scab, and many other 
minor diseases have been effectively handled. Ruther- 
ford brought unusual powers of special investigation to 
his duties. For example, when an epidemic broke out 
a the cattle in Nova Scotia he discovered that it 
was due to a poisonous weed. He brought in sheep 
that throve on the weed and put an end to the epidemic, 
As president of the American Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation, Rutherford had the chief hand in forming the 
International Commission for the Control of Bovine 
Tuberculosis, whose good work has just — Inci- 
dently Rutherford did a lot of veterinary education by 
taking it out of private hands and making it a univer- 
sity course. Like many brilliant, original, and public- 
minded civil servants, he seems to have been too good to 
keep.—The Canadian Collier’s. 


Seizure of pork. 


The Municipal Veterinary Officer of Health, Rheims, 
ordered the seizure of a carcase of a cryptorchid pi 
which also showed signs of nephritis. The owners 
for its value on the grounds that cryptorchidism was not 
harmful to health, and the authorities could not seize on 
that account. 

The plaint was dismissed on the evidence of the 
and uriniferous odour of the flesh—La 
Clin. Vet. 


College Crest Appeal Fund. 


Amount previously acknowledged £12 17 0 
Messrs. Greaves and Faulkner 1 ts 
Mr. Nicholson Almond = 
Edwards 
Percy Penhale 100 

H. G. Bowes 10 6 

H. J. Dawes 10 6 

F. T. Thornton 10 6 

G. H. Harris 10 0 
Wm. Penhale 5 0 
£19 6 6 

Personal. 


Smart—BickLey.—On Aug. 19th at the Registrar's 
Office, Dartford, William W. Smart, 18.0., M.B.C.V8, 
“Ypsilanti,” Bexley, Kent, to Julia, widow of the late 
C. Bickley. 

Wooprow.—Aug. 25, at Onslow House, Swinefleet, 
Yerkshire, to Mr. and Mr. John S. S. Woodrow, a 
daughter. 
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IN PRACTICE. 
 * one who learned pig spaying as a post graduate and 
found the general castrating in a country district save writ- 
ing cheques for petty cash, I endorse your suggestion that in 
these hard times no castrator but a qualified man should 
have a chance where the latter resides. The worst of pig 
cutting is that one is so differently treated when going to 
a farm for this purpose instead of to visit valuable animals 
in illness. I am not referring to loss of dignity, which is 
bad enough, but the invariable waste of time. Farmers 
and their men will finish a distant job when they hear the 
whistle or see the castrator’s nag in the road ; and the sow 
and pigs have first to be driven home and then to be 
separated, and oftener than not the little pigs break through 
the rotten sides of the pound when it is thought that they 
are at last secured. All this vexatious waste of time and 
dignity and then the smell of ** pig’’ and the filth about 
one’s clothes, tends to make the established practitioner or 
the senior partner more willing to endure the vagaries of 
the pet lady’s pet dog than ‘‘ gather gain by every wile con- 
sistently with honour ’’—plus ‘‘ yommer."’ 

Turning to another neglected branch of small practice, or 
a ‘‘side-line’’ as store keepers would call-it: how we have 
neglected our opportunities in the direction of avian 
pathology! All sorts of men write books on the diseases of 
poultry and of cage birds, but never a veterinary surgeon : 
if we except the work of Salmon in America. No veteri- 
nary Surgeon was on the Committee of Inquiry on Grouse 
Disease, whose splendid report is now to hand in two 
volumes with coloured plates. Instead of leading in such a 
matter, we are spoon fed out of the dish prepared for lay- 
men, by eminent medical authorities. This voluminous 
report is simply stuffed with material of interest to any but 
our most advanced men, and the work should certainly be 
acquired for the College Library: the cost (two guineas) 
being too great for those who cannot subscribe one guinea 
to keep the veterinary flag flying at Red Lion Square. 

Elderly graduates of the London school will read with 
satisfaction that the late Dr. Cobbold was right in attribut- 
ing the grouse disease to strongylosis and not to Bacillus 
coli, as suggested by Klein. If I might offer an opinion, I 


I should say that the many bacteria one finds in birds are: 


chiefly due to failure of the liver to eliminate toxins 
produced in the intestines, especially the caeca, where the 
movements of ingesta are very slow and the ingang and the 
outgang is the same, and the one function is suspended 
while the other is performed. The condition of the livers 
of many birds sent me for examination as. to parasites is 
such as to point to toxsemia—as a result of excessive 
numbers of thread worms in the caeca, or of tapeworms in 
the duodenum, or both. These macroscopic parasites may 
be present in 8 bird which succumbs to bacterial necrosis of 
the liver induced by coccidiosis, but I will forbear to speak 
of subjects about which the new generation of better 
educated men are so much more informed: my excuse for 
saying as much is, that I have exceptional opportunities of 
seeing gallinaceous birds, and many wild specimens, besides 
caged creatures after death. Let me use what space you 
may care to grant me, Mr. Editor, in recommending prac- 
titioners to take up the subject of avian disease, reading 
Salmon and a good deal on parasitism in Neumann, and, 
if they can find what they want in dear old Cobbold, (I 
confess I never could rrxp anything in that learned man’s 
books, as he adopted a pleasant conversational tone and a 
discursiveness primarily introduced to render interesting 
what was then thought very distasteful) and borrow 
indefinitely the Report on Grouse to which allusion has 
already been made. Our young men have had the training 
that will enable them to quickly grasp and assimilate all 
that is worth having, and then, as the result of their own 
further observation, give us sound advice to retail to poultry 
owners. One of the most important matters elucidated by 
the Commission was the life cycle of the Trichostrongylus 


pergracilis. May we not suppoee that other strongyles 
develope from the ova passed out on the ground in a few 
days, become motile embryos, perch upon the plants most 
likely to be eaten by the normal host, and again become 
capable of reproduction in something like a fortnight! If 
the strongyles of colts, and minute worms which play such 
havoc with sheep pass a certain time upon the ground as 
soft embryos, may we not hold out hopes to our much tried 
clients that, by heavy manuring with salt (and other worm 
killers with higher maonurial value) the plague of strongy- 
losis may be overcome. If we except the ravages of 
tapeworm in lambs, it may be said that strongyles are the 
greatest source of loss by way of parasitism that farmers 
and poultrymen suffer. 
Otp Opapran. 


THE PHYSIOLOGY AND PATHOLOGY OF 
RUMINANTS. 
Sir, 

The various articles and discussions on this sub’ect that 
have appeared in the last few numbers of The Veterinary 
Record are interesting and instructive; they go to show that 
finality has not yet been reached in this branch of veterin- 
ary science. 

I therefore venture to express the opinion that still 
farther consideration should be given to the physiology 
and pathology of the animals of the farm other than the 
horse, as in the near future the veterinary surgeon will 
have to pay greater attention to farm animals than he has 
in the past quarter of a century. 

We read in the daily press that the Government are 
going to grant £50,000 for agricultural research, which is to 
embrace vegetable and animal pbysiology and pathology, 
and hope some of the younger, more ambitious, and talented 
members of the profession will qualify themselves in order 
to benefit themselves and the public by this grant; if they 
fail, probably doctors of science or medical men will get the 
positions, 

Every practitioner in country districts has the opportunity 
to make observations during the life of his patients and often 
after itsdeath. But how many devote any time to make them. 
The last 25 years very little study has been devoted to cattle 
beyond their contagious diseases; at least our journals are 
lacking in such observations. 

I believe it was a mistake to amalgamate the teaching of 
pathology and therapeutics of cattle with that of the horse 
and dog, as was done in this country a few years ago. In 
many of the Continental schools, notably those in France, 
the Chair of Cattle Pathology is still kept distinct from 
that of Equine and Canine Pathology, and with very good 
results. 

But I have gone astray from the path I intended when I 
took up my pen, and that was to ask Mr. Hoare a few ques- 
tions, which I hope he will endeavour to answer to the best 
of his ability. 

1. Is the ingesta in the omasum always dry and in 
leaves, and does the mucous, epithelial, or papillary mem- 
brane always peel off easily after destruction of a healthy 
animal ? 

2. What is the difference between the condition of the 
omasum and its contents during health and that of the so- 
called impaction from disease ? 

In other words, do veterinary surgeons often make 


| observations after death of a healthy animal and compare 


the conditions with those found after death in a diseased 
animal ?—Yours truly, 
ENQuirer. 


PROFESSIONAL FEES AND THE R.V.C. 

Sir, 

In the interesting if somewhat abusive correspondence 
now taking place in your valuable journal, I notice that Mr. 
F. O. Parsons alludes to the charge of the R.V.C. for the 
keep and treatment of a dog, which is 5/- per week, or about 
half or one-third that usually obtained by the majority of 


practitioners in and around London and other parts. 
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According to the last report of this institution issued to | the case in many instances of cheap practice. It is difficult 


subscribers I glean that after receiving £1,000 from the 


to understand why veterinary surgeons in good class neigh- 


Government and £300 from the Royal Agricultural Society | bourhoods do take in dogs and cats at such low figures 
the College only just managed to show a small balance, and | unless it is for the above reason, viz., that any yard boy or 
which goes to indicate that without these two grants the | man, however ignorant, can give ‘‘ sufficient attention ’’ to 
Royal Veterinary College would soon cease to exist. Soj| these animals, in the practitioner’s estimation, while he 


much for the business side of the College. 


himself devotes his time and brains in attending the 


As a large taxpayer for my position in life, I have to con- | larger ones. 


tribute to this grant obtained from the Government, so I 


Mr, Parsons suggests that ‘‘many of us do not know 


think it is unfair that the College should too keenly com-| what to charge,’ should it not be that ‘‘many of us do 
pete with me. But on the other hand, the College is| not know how to charge’’ for attendance on dogs and cats? 
largely kept going by the present students, the majority of | The average V.S. has, for so long a time, been in the habit 
whom will one day obtain their diplomas, and many of | of treating and obtaining fees for animals whose cammercial 
them will then find the ground cut from under their feet by | value comes uppermost, that he cannot readily adapt him- 


the very institution they assisted, and will have to assist, to| self to a class of practice in which sentiment plays by far 

the more important part. Personally, I find people will 
pay as much, and often a great deal more, for attendance 
Henry Gray. on their pets than the average horse-owner will for 
horse. 


keep on its legs. 
Is this just or equitable ?—Yours faithfully, 


PROFESSIONAL FEES. 


* Rusticus '’ mentions a ‘‘prominent’’ firm in the West 


End who, according to one correspondent, charges 4/6 or 


Sir 

er . 5/- per week for keep and treatment of a cat. I d 
Having followed the recent correspondence relating to Soe this firm, but = I get a considerable number of cum 
professional (I feel almost inclined to insert, like Mr. Par-| ¢4. that wealthy part of London, I hope that this “firm” 
sons, a note of interrogation here) fees, for attendance on | 1) not raise its fees, for I have found that cheap praeti- 
dogs and cats, it has occurred to me to wonder what men | tioners and dogs’ homes indirectly contribute largely to my 
belonging to other professions must think of us should they income.— Yours, etc., 


have had the opportunity to persue The Record. 
To attempt to arrive at a ‘‘reasonable’’ or ‘‘just’’ fee 
for ‘‘all and sundry’’ who profess to dabble in this branch 


J. McRae Frost. 
Wimbledon, Aug. 28. 


of veterinary science appears to me like putting a market Sir 


value on our services, to the ultimate total extinction of the 


I am sorry ‘ Rusticus,’’ who tells us he is ‘‘a mere 


professional element. As it is this exists unfortunately in 1 mh a ind : ‘ 

name only among many practitioners, while others find it =? tice 
. . be 

necessary to point it out to would-be clients on a board, the civilly and reasonably and not allowed to degenerate rs 


size of which would shame a music-hall advertisement con- 


abuse. I advise him to pluck the mote out of his own eye 


taster. before he performs on mine. He appears to me to have 

Does anyone know of a profession in which the members ; ; ; A 
all charge alike? Do barristers, doctors, dentists, etc. fill oa —_ and become quite ee _ Probably he is, 
up the correspondence columns of their professional jour- | his tty and therefore, 
nals in bickering over fees? I think not. But probably the | 88 bis actions show, by spirit. If so, I can forgive him for 
his attitude—that of a very narrow-minded, unchivalrous, 


more fortunate ones feel, as we should, sorry for thése who 


vindictive person, who readily jumps to conclusions, im- 


ave Seresd to pt little fees ane thay cones or putes evil motives, and speaks contemptuously of a great 


for reasons better not inquired into—obtain larger ones. I 
have known doctors who have to be content with the mag- 
nanimous fee of 1/6 for advice and medicine, while others in 
the same town have no difficulty in obtaining 7/6 or even 
10/6; also dental surgeons who cannot ask more than 1/- 
for extracting a tooth, yet their neighbour’s minimum fee 
is 5/-. 

And so with veterinary surgeons, whose fees must always 
vary with the reputation, capabilities, and personality of 
the practitioner and with the establishment he keeps. 

I have seen so-called infirmaries and boarding-kennels 
the quintessence cf filth and discomfort; the food on 
which the poor inmates are fed being on a par with the 
surroundings, and others which, comparatively speaking, 
are equal in comfort and cleanliness to an ordinary hospital 


Your correspondent ‘‘ Rusticus’’ would like to know the 
actual cost per week to the practitioner for keeping a dog or 
cat. Surely this must depend upon what they are fed on, 
and in the case of dogs, whose size varies so much, the 
quantity of food must be taken into consideration. If the 
animal is ill, in certain cases, to feed it properly expensive 
foods such as Brand’s essence, Valentine's, etc., must be 
given, and it is quite impossible to buy these when one only 
charges 5/- per week—four tins of Brand’s alone will cost 
this—hence the animal first has to suffer, the owner next 
through loss of his or her pet, and ultimately the practi- 
tioner through loss of reputation. 

l used to know asuburban veterinary practitioner whose 
unvarying charge for boarding was 3/6 per week for cats and 
5/- for dogs (any size), and with treatment 5/- and 7/6 respec- 
tively. Now his boarding charges might be considered fair for 
ovts and small dogs in that district, but the additional 1/6and 
2/6 for treatment (including operations—such as they were) 
would appear at first sight ludicrous, but for the fact that 


number of his confréres whom he considers extortiorers and 
inhuman, and unworthy of the confidence reposed in them 
by their employers. He sneers at a branch of their legiti- 
mate work as if it was beneath his notice, but forgets 'Tisa 
dirty bird that fouls its own nest. 

As to the firm, or a member of the firm he champions, 
how should I know to whom he refers, since there are so 
many estimable ones in London who, I believe, have done 
yeoman service to their «employers, to the profession and to 
themselves, and have carried on their infirmaries and 
practices hygienically, and who generally charge ‘*‘ live and 
let live'’ fees commensurate with the skill, care, expense, 
and attention bestowed on the patients entrusted to their 
keeping ; and the questionable establishments and the con- 
dition of their inmates of which he speaks libellously and 
with pretended great authority I have not yet encountered 
them. I will, however, say this, that in all those veteri- 
nary establishments I have been into the last thirty-five 
years I have in every instance found the animals to have 
been kept in a far more sanitary state and fed much better 
than a great number of people, including unfortunately a 
few veterinary surgeons, who have been compelled by dire 
necessity to live in a dingy, dirty, squalid room or surround- 
ings and from hand to mouth, and sometimes scarcely 
that. 

‘* Rusticus ’’ 1s so ignorant as to believe his confréres are 
so ignorant as to neglect their own interests by not 
humanely and hygienically treating their patients. His 
idea is to level down fees ; my object is to raise them up, at 
least to the level of obscure but nevertheless worthy 
suburban practitioners, who evidently from report charge 
more than the firm he so indiscretionally champions and 
holds up as a model to be imitated by his confréres whom he 
malevolently abuses and libels. 
Vis Untra Forttor. 


it happened to be the kennel boy who carried out the treat- 
ment (the butchery part excepted), and I believe this to be 


(This correspondence may now cease.—Ep.] 
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